
clip ‘n’ save

Like scales, arpeggios some-
times get a bad rap as one 
of the more tedious parts of 
practicing, but there’s almost 
nothing better for building 
good intonation and technique 
on your instrument. Under-
standing arpeggios will also 
help you brush up on music 
theory, since they are simply 
three- or four-note chords with 
the notes played successively 
rather than simultaneously. 
Besides using arpeggios as a 
practice tool, guitarists—and 
any instrumentalists who pro-
vide accompaniment—might 
substitute them for block 
chords to add a different tex-
ture to harmony lines.

All About Arpeggios
Add These Patterns to Your Practice Routine

The most basic arpeggio patterns, which you’ll probably recognize, 
are major and minor. A major arpeggio includes the tonic (the first 
note of the scale in any given key), the third (a major third above the 
tonic), and the fifth (a major fifth above the tonic). That means, the 
notes in a D major arpeggio are D, F#, A—the exact same notes that 
make up a major triad chord.

To put this arpeggio into practice, play the notes in ascending order, 
adding the tonic (played an octave higher) at the top; then reverse the 
order to return to the tonic, as shown in the example below. Arpeggios 
may also be extended to include multiple octaves. 

D Major Arpeggio 

The only difference in a minor arpeggio is that it includes a minor 
third rather than a major third—for example, F-natural instead of F#, 
as shown below. Again, notice that if these notes were stacked on 
top of each other, they would form a familiar chord: the minor triad. 

D Minor Arpeggio

Any chord can be turned into an arpeggio, and you can then string together a sequence of arpeggios to use 
as a practice exercise. Play the arpeggios slowly to work on intonation, or quickly to work on finger facility. The 
sequence below, shown in C major, is one that is commonly used. Notice that several of the chords (VI, IV, iv, 
#ii) are inverted so that each arpeggio in this sequence begins on the tonic note, C. The first five are three-note 
arpeggios, while the last two are four-note arpeggios.

Arpeggio Sequence


